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GRANTS WILL SUPPORT AID FOR THE HOMELESS

Washington--Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced                today that the US Department of Housing and Urban Development's                Supportive Housing Program has awarded a $264,123 grant to Barton's                Crossing, a transitional program supported by the American Red Cross,                and a $96,380 grant to Berkshire Community Action Council, Inc.                (BCAC). These organizations are affiliated with the Committee on                Homelessness in Berkshire County.

               "Services for the homeless provide a lifeline for many who                have fallen on hard times," Olver said. "As this economic                slowdown continues and the weather turns colder, it's critical that                the homeless have places they can turn to for shelter and support."

               HUD's Supportive Housing Program assists homeless providers to acquire,                build and renovate and operate facilities that serve homeless families                and individuals and offer homeless people the housing and supportive                services they need to move out of homelessness and to achieve independent                living. Grants are awarded for a period of two years. These grants                will be used specifically for supportiv e services throughout Berkshire                County, including outreach, aftercare, housing and employment search                and case management.

"Both Barton's Crossing and BCAC are working to make sure                that homelessness is a temporary setback for individuals and families,"                Olver added "Programs like these help to build stronger communities,                and I'm glad that HUD is helping to support these local organizations."

               Barton's Crossing provides transitional and emergency housing for                individuals in an integrated facility that provides comprehensive                sheltering and supporting housing services. With this funding, the                shelter can continue to provide an integrated network of combined                resources and services in a centralized shelter facility located                at 1307 North Street in Pittsfield.

               BCAC's transitional housing facility will continue to provide comprehensive                supportive services for homeless families in an integrated sheltering                facility in central Berkshire County.

               For more information about Barton's Crossing, contact Kathleen Phillips                of Berkshire County Red Cross, at (413) 442-1506. For more information                about BCAC, contact Jim Hamilton, (413) 445-4043.
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